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3-22-16 Clay Vocabulary 
1. Clay-  
2. Clay Construction Techniques 
•  Coil- 
•  Pinch- 
• Slab- 

3. To attach clay together 
• Score- 
• Slip- 

 
 

 



4. Wedge- 
5. Wire Cutters- 
6. Kiln- 
7. Pencil Thickness- 
8. Bisque- 
9. Glaze- 
 
 

 Clay Vocabulary 



10. Process of Clay 
1.  
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 



Etsy.com 

Whistling Fish  
Pottery 

$350 
2013 



1. Clay 
Ceramics/Pottery/Clay 
 
a type of soil made from decomposed 

rock that will turn to a stone- or glass-
like material when heated to high 
temperatures. 



2. Clay Construction Techniques 

• Coil- long pencil-thickness pieces of 
clay 
 

• Pinch- a ball of clay shaped to form a 
bowl 
 

• Slab- clay is rolled flat to build 



Coil Technique 
http://www.jhpottery.com/jhpottery.html 



Coil Pots 



Pinch Technique 
http://www.jhpottery.com/jhpottery.html 



Pinch Pots 



Slab Construction 



Slab 
 



3. To attach the clay  

•Score- to make scratches in the clay, 
to break the surface area 

 
•Slip- water is added to clay to make a 

“glue” texture and is used to attach 
two pieces of clay together 

 
 
 
 
 



  4. Wedge- kneading the clay to 
remove air bubbles and aligning clay 
particles 
 

 
 
 

5. Wire Cutters- Tool used to cut clay, 
has handles 
 



6. Kiln 
Electric machine that heats clay up to 2500 

degrees F 





Clay Vocabulary 

7. Pencil Thickness- clay should not be thicker 
than this 
 

8. Bisque- clay which has been fired once, but not 
glazed 
 

9. Glaze- Glass coating to make clay waterproof, 
powdered chemicals + water 
   
 
 



10. Process of Clay 
1. Plastic- wet clay 

  2. Leather Hard- not moldable, but can carve 

     3. Bone Dry- no more moisture, FRAGILE 

 4. Fire in the Kiln  

           5. Glaze- glass coating, waterproof 

       6. Fire in the Kiln #2 
 
          
 



Wood Tools 
  Pointed 
 
 
  Flat 
 
   
  Comb 



Wood Ribs 
 



Clay Set 
Wooden rib,  
steel scraper,  
wood modeling tool,   
needle tool,  
ribbon tool,  
loop tool,  
sponge,  
and wire clay cutter.  



11. Clay Rules 
1. Pencil Thickness 
2. Slip & Score 
3. No trapped air! 
4. Cover clay with plastic bag every 

night (until finished) 
5. Clean up your table every day. 
6. Recycle all clay! 
 
 
 



Clay Portrait- Old to Young 
• http://ceramicartsdaily.org/pottery-making-

techniques/handbuilding-techniques/ceramic-sculpture-video-
the-curious-case-of-benjamin-ballclay-see-an-old-man-
become-youthful-in-under-two-minutes/ 
 
 

http://ceramicartsdaily.org/pottery-making-techniques/handbuilding-techniques/ceramic-sculpture-video-the-curious-case-of-benjamin-ballclay-see-an-old-man-become-youthful-in-under-two-minutes/
http://ceramicartsdaily.org/pottery-making-techniques/handbuilding-techniques/ceramic-sculpture-video-the-curious-case-of-benjamin-ballclay-see-an-old-man-become-youthful-in-under-two-minutes/
http://ceramicartsdaily.org/pottery-making-techniques/handbuilding-techniques/ceramic-sculpture-video-the-curious-case-of-benjamin-ballclay-see-an-old-man-become-youthful-in-under-two-minutes/
http://ceramicartsdaily.org/pottery-making-techniques/handbuilding-techniques/ceramic-sculpture-video-the-curious-case-of-benjamin-ballclay-see-an-old-man-become-youthful-in-under-two-minutes/


   Armadillo 
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